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Takasi Tuyama*: On Camellia rusticana Honda 
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Camellia rusticana Honda L 

Camel] a rusticana Honda ; Small evergreen tree about 1-4 m, often 
about 1.5m high ; branches terete, glabrous cinereous ; leaves alternate, distichous, 
petiolate, oblong to elliptic, rarely oblanceolate-oblong gradually or abruptedly at¬ 
tenuate-acuminate at the apex,. acute or obtuso-acute at the base, acute-serrate tin¬ 
ged. with black at tips, coriaceous, glabrous, strongly .shining,satulated green abo¬ 
ve, light green, sparingly and minutely fusco-punctate beneath, 7-12 cm long, 4-6 
cm broad ; midrib prominent on both sides, translucent; veins and veinlets clearly 
translucent, impressed above ; petiole subterete, glabrous,whitish,5-l0 cm long, up¬ 
per surface sulcated. Flowers terminal,solitary, sessile,4-6 cm in diameter, single, 
rosy-red, sometimes red, rarely rose. Sepals including scales of flower-bud about 
S-IOj viridescent, imbricated, collectively broadly obconically campanulated, adpres- 
sed-sericeo-pubescent externally, concave, deciduous, lower ones minute, carinulate, 
semiorbiculous,middle ones rounded, upper ones round-topped and minutely tipped, 
membranaceous, .ciliated on margin, 13 mm broad, H mm long, the innermost one 
rarely subpetaloid ; corolla horizontally patent, connate .into a short obconical tube 
at the base, 5-7-petaled, deciduous, segments imbricated in aestivation, unequal in 
length, oblong or linearily oblong, entire,round and deeply emarginale or bilobate 
at the apex, about 1.5-3 cm long, 0.8-1.0 cm broad, veins obscure; stamens patent 
adherent into a short tube about 4 mm in hight at base, glabrous, deep chrom-yel- 
low, free portion of filaments unequal in length, the inner ones lower, free or 
slightly connate at the base ; anthers small, oblong, 1.3-1.5 mm long, with deep 
yellow pollen ; style erect exceeding the stamens in hight, filamentous, glabrous, 
light yellow, 3-4-fid to various degree ; ovary ovoid glabrous light yellow 3-celled. 
Flowers in April and May. Japanese name Yuki-tsubaki, i. e. snow-camellia. 

•Ab C. Japonica Bl. differt, foliis angustioribus nervorum areolis numeriori- 
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bus, sepalis patentibus carinulatis paucioribus, petalis angustioribus patentissimis in- 
aequalis apice profunde emarginatis vel bilobatis, filamentorum partibus liberis pa¬ 
tentibus dense luteis, tubis filamentorum brevibus. 

C. japomca Bl. iZJtML-C, J: 
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^3B C. rusficana Honda, A. B. 
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R4sum6 Camellia rusticana Honda is widely distributed in the mountain range 
at the altitude between 200-1000 m, along the Japan Sea coast of Honshu from 
Akita to Fukui Prefecture, forming a large formation under the deciduous tree like 
Fagus crenata Bl. It is very strange that such a distinct species of Camellia was 
not recognized by botanists, until Prof. Honda had described it two years ago. 
The author found, at some villages in Niigata Prefecture, several horticultural vari¬ 
eties which are supposed to be derived from this Camellia. 
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